Awareness of the Importance of Collaboration with Families
• Relationships based upon trust and mutual respect • Recognition that primary caregivers are experts about their child • Appreciation of the family's role in developing the child's language • Respect of individual preferences for levels and degrees of involvement 
Awareness of Cultural Characteristics of Individuals Involved

IDEAS FOR FAMILY-PROFESSIONAL COLLABORATION IN ASSESSMENT OF YOUNG CHILDREN'S LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT
Assessment requires an on-going collaboration between professionals and families. A multi-method and multi-dimensional involves use of various methods and sources of information across multiple contexts.
Informal Interviews • Learn about a family's values, beliefs about the role of education and intervention, expectations for children, and degree of acculturation • Encourage parents and caregivers to share observations about their child's language and literacy behaviors, learning style, familiarity with the school culture, languages used in the home, opportunities for learning English, and any concerns about their child's development • Identify preferred types of family involvement, teaching styles, and opportunities to observe or teach based on family lifestyles and routines
Checklists and Observation Forms
Parents and caregivers can use simple checklists as a guide for observing their child's language and literacy behaviors at home Portfolios Professionals can gather diverse types of documentation about a child's language and literacy behaviors in the classroom and ask parents and caregivers to contribute documentation gathered in the home (e.g., photos, list of favorite books, list of new words, etc.)
Sharing Books
Parents and caregivers can read picture books to their child, check out books from the school library, and make lists of books they have read with their child Journals Parents, caregivers, and professionals can use a journal to share observations about the child's behavior in the classroom and at home
Family Album
Parents and caregivers can develop a "family album" focused on language and literacy experiences
Drawing Books
Parents and caregivers can provide their child with a blank notebook to draw pictures, write words, and dictate stories at home
Videotapes and Audiotapes
Parents, caregivers, and professionals can exchange audio and videotaped observations of the child's language and literacy behaviors in the classroom and at home
Written Suggestions for Home Activities
Professionals can provide parents and caregivers with suggestions for language and literacy activities at home and encourage them to provide feedback about their child's behaviors during these activities
